CONTAINING, 


Chriſtmas Gambols, Tropes, Figures, Oc. with 
Abundance of F iddle-Faddlc-Stutt ſuch as 
Stories of Fairies, Ghoſts, Hobgoblins, Witches, 
r gars, Rawheads and Blood y-Bones, 
Merry lays, Sc. for the Diverſion of Company / 
in a cold Winter-Evening, beſides ſeveral cu- 
rious Pieces relating to the Hiſtory of old Fa- 
ther Chriſtmas ; ſetting forth what Ho #pitality 
has been, and What it is now. 

W. be read in all Families. * 


Adorn'd with many curious Cors. 
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To the Worſhipful 


Hr. L UN N, 
Compleat Witch-maker of 
England, and Conjurer 
General of the Univerſe ; 
at his Great Houſe in 
Lincolns-Inn-Fields. 


n, 
H O' I have read Dr. 
Glandwville of Witches, 
: © beſides the diſmal 
Story of Bateman, and the 
Sprite, &c. It is very plain 
to me, that none of the 
Writers of ſuch Matters 
ever had half the Witch- 
I craft in them that you poſ- 
ſeſs, nor ever could pro- 
1 duce ſuch agreeable _ 
vils 


DEDICATION. 


vils and Witches as you 


have daily introduced. I 
have Witneſſes enough to 
aſſert my Conjecture, for my 
Couſin Sarah, Couſin Dolly, 
Couſin Nancy, and a ſcore 
more of them, when any 
Stories are told of Witches, 
Hobgoblings, Bull-Beggars, 
Raw-heads and Bloody-bones, 
Ghoſts, &c. will croud to- 
gether into aBed, in a hot 
Summer's Night, and ſnug 
their Heads. under the 
Sheets, with Sweats more 
than a Pound of Venice 
Treacle could give them, ſo 
great is the Fear they are 
poſſeſs d with when they 


. hear the lamentable Sto- 


ries 


DEDICATION. 
ries handed down to us by 


our Great Grandmothers ; 


but when Mr. Lunn has 
? created a new Devil, or a 
Legion or two of Witches, 
there is no reſt in the Houſe, 
till they Deck out and ma- 
nage the Tack ſo as to get 
a ſight of them. Altho the 
N ight proves never ſo dark, 
theyyet always come home 
Gay, and can lie in ſingle, 
Beds, which makes it plain 
to me, that your Magick 
far excels that the old Folks 
uſed to relate of Friar Ba- 
con and the Sorcerers in the 
Days of Yore. The o/d ones 
played their own Game 
with us Boys and Girls, we 

could 


HERDICATION | 
could never go to Bed with- 
out the ſhelter of a Pillow; 
but who the Devil would 
not rob an Orchard to ſee 
the Devils of your making. 
But pray Mr. Lunn, are not 
all your Devils Men? I do 
aſſure you if they are, ſome ' 
Ladies of my Acquaintance 
are prodigiouſſy fond of 
them, and if they are really 
Ghoſts or Spirits, they are 
reſolved to run headlong to 
the Devil for em: See then 
the difference between my 
Grandmothers Devils and 
your Devils, and 0 I con- 


clude, 


- 25 ð 


GH AV. I. 
Of Mirth and Yollity, Chriſtmas 


Cambols, Eating, Drinking, and 
Kling, &c. 


AIRS T acknowledging the Sacred- 
neſs of the Holy Time of Chriſtmas, 
I proceed to ſet forth the Rejoicings 
— which are generally made at that 
great Feſtival. You muſt underſtand, good 
Pepple, that the manner of celebrating this 
great Courſe of Holydays, is vaſtly different 
now to what it was in former Days: There 
was once upon a time Hoſpitality in the Land; 
an 'Erzliſþ Gentleman at the opening of the 
great Day, had all his Tenants and Netgh- - 
bours enter'd his Hall by Day-break, the 
ftrong Beer was broach'd, and the Black-Jacks 
went plentifully about with Toaſt, Sugar, 
Nutmeg, and good Cheſhire Cheeſe ; the 
Rooms were embower'd with Holly, Ivy, 
Cyprus, Bays, Laurel and Miſsletoe, and 
a4 bouncing Chriſtmas Log in the Chimney, 
glow ing lila the Checks of a Country Milk- 
maid; then was the Pewter as bright as 
Clarinda, and every bit of Braſs as polifivd 
a B he as 


(2. ) 
as the molt refined Gentleman ; the Servants 
were then running here and there, with 
merry Hearts and jolly Countenances, every 


one was buſy in welcoming of Gueſts, and 


look'd as Smug as new-lick'd Puppies; the 
Laſſes were as blith and buxom as the Maids 
in good Queen Beſss Days, when they eat 


Sirloins of Roaſt-beef for Breakfaſt; Peg 
Vould ſcuttle about to make a Toaſt for John, 


while Tom run harum ſcarum to draw a Ju 
of Ale for Margery. Gaffer Spriggins was bid 
thrice welcome by the Squire, and Gamma 


 Nigett did not fail of a ſmacking Buſs from 


his Worſhip, in Memory of things paſt, while 
his Son and Heir was mouſling and touſling 
the blooming Beauties of the Tenants Daugh- 
ters; in a word, the Spirit of Generoſity ran 
thro? the whole Houſe. In theſe Times, all 
the Spits were Sparkling, the Hacxin muſt 
be boiPd by Day-break, or elle two young 
Men muſt take the Maiden by the Arms, 
and run her round the Market-place till ſhe 
is aſham'd of her Lazineſs. [2553 
And what is more than this, 1s, ſhe ſhall 
not play with the young Fellows that Day, 
but ſtand Neuter, like a Girl in a Winding- 
{ſheet at a Church-door for a Ba ſtard Child. 
But now let us enquire a littie turther, to 


arrive at the Sente of the Thing ; the great 
| Feſtival was in former Times kept with to 


much Freedom and Openneſs of Heart, that 
every one in the Country where a Gentleman 
reſided, poſſeſs d at leaſt a Day of Pleaſure 

C4 M0 


(3) 


in the Chriſtmas Holy days; the Tables were 
all ſpread from the firſt to the laſt, the Sir- 
loins of Beef, the Minc*d-pyes, the Plumb- 
porridge, the Capons, Turkeys, Geeſe, and 
Plumb-puddings were all brought upon the 
Board, and every one who had ſharp Sto. 
machs, and ſharp Knives, eat heartily, and 
were welcome, which gave Riſe to the Pro- 
verb, merry in the Hall, where the Beards wag 
” Bs 
Then there were Turn-ſpits employ'd, who 

by the time Dinner was over, would look as 
black and as greaſy as a Welch Porrige-por, 
but the Jacks have ſince turned them all our 
of Doors. The Geeſe which us'd to be fatted 
for the honeſt Neighbours, have been of late 
ſent to London, and the Quills made into Pens 
to convey away the Landlord's Eſtate ; the 
Sheep are drove away to raiſe Money to an- 
{wer the Loſs at a Game at Dice or Cards, 
and their Skins made into Parchment for 
Deeds and Indentures; nay, even the poor in- 
nocent Bee, who was ufed at leaſt to pay its 
Tribute to the Lord once a Year in good Me- 
theglin, for the Entertainment of the Gueſts, 
and its Wax converted into beneficial Plaiſters 
for ſick Neighbours, is now uſed for the Seal- 
ing of Deeds to his Diſadvantage. But give 
me the Man who has a good Heart in his Belly, 
and has Spirit enough to keep up the old way 
of Hoſpitality, feeds his People till they are 
as plumpas Partridges, and as fat as Porpoiſes, 
that every Servant might appear as Jolly as 
2 the 


(4) 
the late Biſhop of Mincheſter's Porter at C hel- | | 
ſea, and not keep a parcel of 2 looking 


Wretches about them, whoſe Ribs are as 
apparent as thoſe of a Gridiron? What an 
Honour it is to a Maſter to hear the Folks 
about him praiſing his Generofity ; and ſuch 
a Character is a help to him ſometimes at an 
Election; for the more Servants which are 
kept under a good-natur'd Direction, love 
him, and make the Country Folks admire 


him from their Praiſes of him, for there is 


always one or other of them ſetting out his 
Goodneſs, which even makes an Impreſſion 
upon thoſe who never ſaw him, - or even had 
been at his Houſe. When I ſpeak this, I re- 


collect the Fable of the Mouſe, who help'q 


a Lion out of the Toil he was caught in, 


and the common Opinion, that a Mouſe may 
deſtroy an Elephant ; beſides another Obfer- 
vation that a Mouſe may creep where an Ele- 
phant can't go, and do good when ſome Peo- 
ple leaſt expect it; then let all your Folks 
live briskly, and at ſuch a time of Rejoicing, 


enjoy the benefit of good Beef and Pudding, 


let the ſtrong Beer be unlock'd, and let tlie 


Piper play, 


 Ofer the Hills and far a-. 


And moreover, 


Strike ap Drowſy-gut Scrapers, & : 


Gallants be ready, 
Earth with his Lady, &c. > 
1 tos | For 


(5) 
For there muſt be a Dance now and then 
by way of Exerciſe, and Wit, or elſe I am 
ſure Hurlo Thrambo was in the wrong Box, as 
well as the ald Ballad Woman, who gave you 
a Song and a Dance, and all for the Price of 


FE SF £3 


_ - , Gentlemen, 


Ik I have told you of your Sins, mend if 


you can for the future, let the Stingy be Ge- 


naerous, let the Generous be Wiſe, and let him 
Who is between one and tother, keep his 


Clarret to himſelf if he will, and laugh leſs, 


When there is nothing to be laugh'd at. 
But then tis ſaid, 


Laugh and be Fat; | 
* hich words may be underſtood thus; if a 
Man has but a mean Subſiſtence, he can ne- 


B 3 | ver 


(6) 
ver have any great occaſion to Laugh, and 
much leſs to be Fat; but if he has plenty of 
Provender, then the Proverb is right, he may 
laugh that wins, and be Fat into the bar- 

ain. WE Po 

, But the News-Papers inform -us, that the 
Spirit of Hoſpitality has not quite forſaken 
us; for three or four of them tell us, that ſe- 
veral of the Gentry are gone down to their 
reſpective Seats in the Country, in order to 
keep their Chriſtmas in the old way, and en- 
tertain their Tenants and Trades-tolks as 
their Anceſtors uſed to do, and I wiſh them 
a merry Chriſtmas accordingly ; and fo ſhall 
conclude this Chapter, with only taking Notice 
to the ſtingy Tribe, that if they don't at-leaft 
make their Tenants or Tradeſmen drink 
when they come to ſee them in the Chriſtimas 
Holydays, they have Liberty of piſſing be- 
hind the Door, which is a Law of very an- 
cient Date. 22 24 bd du eee Dies | * 


Poſſſcript. A merry Gentleman of my Ac- 
quaintance deſires I, will inſert, that the old 
olks .in Days.of Yore kept open Houſe at 
Chriſtmas out of Intereſt ; for then, ſays he, they 
receiv'd the greateſt part of their Rents in kind; 
ſuch as Wheat, Barley or Malt, Oxen, Calves, 
Sheep, Swine, Turkeys, Capons, Geeſe, and 
ſuch like; and they not having room enough 
to preſerve their Grain, or Fodder enough co 
ſuſtain their Cattle or Poultry, nor Markets 3 
to {ell off the Overplus, they were obliged | 
to | 
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to uſe that in their own Houſes, and by 
treating the People of the Country, gain'd 
Credit amongſt them, and rivetted the Minds 
and Good-will of their Neighbours ſo firml 
to them, that no one durſt venture to oppoſe 
them. The Squire's Will was done what- 
ever came on't; nay even if he would ask a 
Neighbour what was't a-Clock, they return'd 
with a low Scrape, 'tis what your Worſhip 
pleaſes. 
And the Dancing and Singing of the 
Beachers in the great Inns of Court in Chriſt- 
mas, is in ſome ſort founded upon Interelt ; 
for they hold, as I am inform'd, ſome Privi- 
lege by Dancing about the Fire in the middle 
of their Hall, and ſinging the Song of Round 
about our Colesfire, &c. 
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Y 0 ee e | Ip 
Of Chriſtmas Gambols, or the Diver- 
/1ons of the Ho!ydays. 


His time of Year being Cold and-Frofty \,*" 
1 generally ſpeaking, or when Jack-Frolt 
commonly takes us by the Noſe, the Diver- 
tions are within Doors, either in Exerciſé 
or by the Fire. Siqg e. 7 
Dancing is one of the Exerciſes chiefly, Moll 
Peatly or the Blark Joke ; theſe Dances ſtir the 
Blood and give the Males and Females, a fel- 
low-feeling of each other's Activity, Ability 
and Agility; Capia always ſets in the Corner 
of the Room where theſe are tranſacting, and 
{hoots Quivers full of Arrows at the Dancers, 
and makes his'own game of them. | 
Then comes Mumming*or Maſquerading, 
when the Squire's Wardrobe is Ranſack'd for 
Dreſſes of all kinds, and the Coal-hole ſearcht 
around, or Corks burnt to black the Faces of 
the Fair, or make Deputy Muſtachioes, and e- 
very one in the Family, except the Squire him- 
ſelf muſt be transform'd from what they were; 
then begins the Freedom between one and 
t' other, to he ſprinkled about the Hall, and eve- 
| ry one ſhews their Wit according to their Ca- 
'k pacity, and then a Dance again, and a good hear- 
ö ty 
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ty pull or two at the Silver - Tankard of ſtrong 
Beer, made woundy good with. Sugar am 
Nutmeg. Then Jenm gives you a Jig, which 
is proportionably-good as it makes her abqund 
in Sweat; Doll in her Way gives youfa double 
Courant, and turns round fifty times in a Mi- 
nute, till moſt of them are drunk enough, ant 
reel home or lie down in the Barn 
Or elſe there is a Match at Blind-Man's- 
buff, and then it is lawful to ſet any thing in 
the way for Folks to tumble over, whether it 
be to break Arms, or Legs, or Heads, tis no 
mater, for Neck or Nothing, the Devil loves no 
Cripples. — This Play Jam told, was firft 
ſet on foot by the Country Boneſetters, who 
like ſome Surgeons, when they firſt ſet up Buſi- 
neſs in the Country, provide two or three 
pickled Whores of Figure to P—x the Pariſh, 
both very neceſſary Steps towards gaining 
good Buſineſs. ili 4 
As for Puſs in the Corner, that is a very 
harmleſs Sport, and one may ramp at it as 
much as one will, when even at this game a 
Man catches his Woman, he muſt kiſs her 
till her Ears crack, or ſhe will be diſappoint- 
ed, if ſhe is a Woman of any Spirit; but if it 
is one who Offers at a Struggle, and bluſhes, 
then be well aſſured ſhe is a Prude, and tho 
ſhe won't ſtand a Bufs in publick, ſhell re- 
ceive it with open Arms behind the Door, 
and you may kiſs her till ſne makes your 
Heart ake. eee | 
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ſuch forfeit as may be laid on the Aggreſſor; 
but the Forfeits being generally fix*d at ſome 


ſhould be too ſtubborn to ſubmit, make them- 


returns the Gentleman, if you don't Squeak, 


fays the Lady? and tho? there was a Couch in 
the Room, and he was put to the loft Puſb, 
ſhe would not Squeak, and the poor Gentle- 


had taken ſo much Pains with her. Some 
would have made him lay down double the 
Money, i. e. one part as a Forfeit, and the 
other for Socket- money. | 

As for the Game of Hoop and Hide, the 


- ſhould prove to be in a Bed, and if they even 
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The next Game to this is Queſtions and 


Commands, when the Commander may o: 


blige his Subject to anſwer any lawful Queſ- 
tion, and make the ſame obey him inſtantly, 


under the penalty of being ſmutted, or pay ing 


certain Price, as a Shilling, half a Crown, c. 
So every one knowing what to do if they 


felves eafy at Diſcretion; At one of theſe En- 
tertainments, I remember a Gentleman was 
commanded to take a certain Lady into the _ 


the Lady according to order, and was free 


next Room and make her ſqueak; he took 


enough in a modeſt way; but, Madam, fays 
he, why don't you Squeak ? Sir, anſwer'd 


the Lady, you are to make me Squeak ; bur 


I muſt forfeir? Why don't you make me 


man was forc'd to pay the Forfeit after he 


Parties have the Liberty of hiding where they 
will, in any part of the Houſe; and if it 


then 


(11) 
then happen to be caught, the Diſpute ends 
in Kiſſing, Oc. * 

Moſt of the other Diverſions are Cards 
and Dice, but they are ſeldom ſet on foot, 
unleſs a Lawyer is at hand, to breed ſome 
Diſpute for him to decide, or at leaſt have 
ſome Party in. And now I come to another 
Entertainment frequently uſed, which is of 
the Stdry-telling Order, viz. of Hobgoblins, 


Witches, Conjurers, Ghoſts, Fairies, and ſuch 


like common Ditturbers. 


The Hobgoblin Society, from an original Painting 
of Salvator Roſa. 


Treating q Wege her, Raw-heads 

and Bloody-boues, Buggy-bows, 
Tom-po hors, Bull-beggars ; and 
Bows like horribte Bodies. 


NE of the great 8 when 
the Country- folks begs to repoſe 
themſelyes, is to relate the direful Account 
of the above Monſters, which their Nur- 
fes or Mothers had deſcrib'd to them, un- 
der the moſt terrible Shapes; I confeſs I 
22820 long time before I could get over it, 

my Nurſe had ſo impreſt them M my 

in 


E 


if 
„ N 
* 
*W 


6X 
3 
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(n 


IE that-many a Time I had none of the 


& Smells in the Bed where Ilay; and then I 
at ſurely felt the ſmart of the Rod the next 
Morning, juſt as you fee them in the Picture. 
So I imagin'd them, one was to Bite, another 
to Cars, another to Bully, Cc. but fince I 
am grown tall enough, and one about coming 
to years of Diſcretion, I have had the Ad- 
vantage of an honeſt Friend, who has led me 
as he uſed to do by his ſtartled Horle, to ſge 


them, and know what they are; I found 


them then to be all of the human Race, 
one a poor ſtarv'd ſnarling Critic, another a 


f a Man who had Impudence enough to Pyrate 


the Works of other Men; a third who valued 
himſelf more for his Guts than his Brains, and 
could only ſay Bo! Another a little ſquirt- 
ing Fellow, who aim'd at being a Flea in a 
Man's Ear; another a Bite and Scandal. 
bearer, and ſo on; ſuch Cabals as I ſpeak of 
are in many Corners of the Earth, and in full 
Club make their Chairman pronounce the 
Doom of all before them; but they are not 
any longer to appear as Bugbears either to 
Men, Women, or Children; for when we 
know them, the Enchantment is broke, and 
their Gang periſhes. 
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Albert Durer, as 


ppoſed by the hardneſs of the 
Drawing. | 


CHAP. IV. 


and juch Irifles ; what they are, 
and how to make them; with 
many. of their merry Pranks, &c. 


and their Pranks are not the leaſt conſiderable. 
A Witch, according to my Nurſes account, 
muſt be a hagged old Woman, living in a 


de, and mult be frequently Spinning at the 
Door, 


Witches at an "—_ from a Capital Piece, by 
/t 


Of Witches, Wizards, Conjurers, 


M ONG the other amuſing Stories told 
in the Holyday Times, thoſe of Witches 


ittle rotten Cottage, under a Hill, by a Wood 


88 

Door, ſhe muſt have a black Cat, two or 
three Broomſticks, an Imp or two, and two 
or three Diabolical Teats to ſuckle her Imps. 
And then again, a Witch muſt be of ſo dry a 
Nature, that if you fling her into a River 
ſhe will not fink; ſo hard then is her Fate, 
that if ſhe is to undergo the Trial, if ſhe 
does not drown, ſhe muſt be burnt, as ma- 
ny have been within the Memory of Man. 

E The Male Witches are - calPdq Wizards or 


Conjurers; and we have many Inſtances of 
them, ſuch as Dr, Fauſtus, Friar Bacon, Mr. 


Lunn, Dr. Partridge, ſeventh Sons, and Gen- 
tlemen who have the ſecond Sight, beſides: - 
Deaf and Dumb Folks, Go. 

But let thęſe Sorcerers be of which Sex 
they will, they are generally ſaid to poſſeſs 
the Gift of Enchantment, and can transform 


2+ themſelves into various Shapes wheneer they 
'V will ; as Cats, Hares, ragged Colts, Or Bears, 


to the great Diſturbance ot the good People 
= wherever they live. | | 

As for thoſe of the Female ſort, as my 
Nurſe told me, (for I muſt give you her 
Account firſt; ) There was one Gammar 
Martyn who lived at the end of the Town 
where ſhe was bora ; a ſour looking Woman, 
with an old ſhabby eee Hat, a 
Broomſtick generally in her Hand when ſhe 
XZ walk'd to Market, and, then ſhe ſeldom 
bought any thing but Sheep's Lights, or ſuch 


like Cat's-meat, and the Folks wonder'd how _ 


the Devil ſhe lived; the Boys uſed to call 
| C 2 her - 


(16 ) 
her old Mother Damnable, and every now 
and then ſhe uſed to hit them a rap with her 
Stick, and ſo the Lads would have the 

Head-ach, or a pain in their Bones for a 
Week, and this was all Witchcraft; Mother 
Martyn or one of her Imps had bewitch'd 
them. If any one was taken with a Vomit- 
ing or Looſeneſs, *twas Mother Martyn ſtill, = 

and Curſes upon Curſes were thrown upon 
her for many Years. Mm 
Now it happen'd one Morning that the _ 
Squire came. towards her Houſe with his 
Pack of Hounds, and not being able to find 
an Hare, ask'd the old Woman's advice as ſhe 
{at Spinning at her Door; Sir, quoth the old 
Woman, go to yonder Hill and you will find 
that which will lead you a Dance; awa 
goes the Squire, and as ſhe ſaid, he ſtarted 
a bouncing Puls, that led them many a dirty 

Mile, and was loſt at laſt; in his return 

I Home, Mother Martyn was fitting at her 

Door Spinning all in a ſweat, you have found 

; me Sport ſays the Squire, but damn your 

+ Sport ſince it has made me fo faint that I 

can hardly ſet my Horſe; having ſome 

Thoughts . that. ſhe had been the Hare that 

had led him ſuch a Dance. Your Worſhip, 
ſays the, may drink a Glaſs of my Cordial 

Water if you pleaſe, *tis good of the ſort, 

and when he had drank it, now ſays ſhe, 
take care of your Backſide between this and 

Home, and the Squirerode away without gi- 

ving her any thing for her Favour, but * 

| 1e 
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he came Home, he was taken with a ſharp 
griping Pain, which made him {h—t Pins 
and Needles as he thought, and the belt 
Phyficians thereabouts could not ſet him to 
rights in a Fortnight.— The next Quarter Seſ- 
ſions he takes up Gammer Martyn, and with- 
out a long Proceſs, had her burnt as the Law 
directed them for Witches; for ſays he, tho? 
ſhe gave me Diverſion in the Chaſe, {he cer- 


tainly bewirch'd me with her Spirit of Arſe- 


{mart ; ſhe is plainly a Witch, for every body 
has ſworn their ill Healths proceeded from 
Mother Martyn's Sorcery, and beſides {he was 
an old Woman — and it had been ſaid of her, 
that ſhe was once ſeen walking in the hape 
of a Cat upon the ridge of an Houſe; and 
moreover, ſhe had a Mole under her left 


{ Breaſt; and burnt ſhe was by the common 


Hangman But if I may add one 
Thing more before I end her Story, which I 
had trom a near Neighbour of hers ; the chief 


= occaſion of her Death was, that ſhe and the 
# Squire's Steward had not ſet their Horſes to- 


gether for ſome Years, and the Steward then 


ſet her out for a Witch, and for a few Pence 


ealily drew a Mob of Boys after her, when- 
ever {ſhe came to Town: The Witch is coming 


* fays one; here's Mother Damnable ſays ano- 


ther, and ſo her Character became ſuch, that 
the old Proverb was made good; that ſome 
may better Steal an Horſe e, than another look 
oder an Hedge. e | 2 
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Tt is to be noted, that the old Woman might 
without being a Witch, tell the Squire where 
he might find a Hare, and might change 
Countenance, or appear in a Fluſter when the 
Squire ſtopt at her Door, thinking her: Dif- 
pute with his Steward had put the Squire into 
a Paſſion, and to make up the Difference, 
might offer him a Dram, which moſt old 
Women have by them; and to bid him take 
care of his Backſide, might only proceed from 
Her unpoliſh'd Way of Thinking; and the 
ſharpneſs of his Stools might only happen from 
the Temper of his Body at that Time, as ma- 
ny People meet with frequently. I ſuppoſe 
from ſuch reaſonable Ways of Thinking, Mo- 
ther White, a reputed Witch of Hertfordſhire 
75 Eſſex, was ſaved from the Flames by a late 
Judge. 

But to ſhew you how eaſy it is to make a 
malignant Witch, viz. ſuch a one as Mother 
Martyn, or the worſt of Witches was ever 
deem'd to be, I will firſt give you an Account 
of the Accompliſhments required, and then 
tell you how to make one any Day in the 
week. 

To make one of the Witches of old Times, 
you mult chuſe an old Woman, very hagged, 
and very ill-natur'd, ſhe will then be fo cun- 
ning, that if ſhe has any little hoard by her 
of Money, or a few Apples in her Orchard 
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that ſhe does not care to loſe, ſhe preſently. * 


e out of her own Accord, that ſhe can 
e 


t Charms or Spells upon all that would at- F 


tempt 
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tempt to rob her, This by degrees makes 
all the young Men and Boys tremble as they 
paſs by her Houſe, and brings all the young 
Women in the Country about her to learn 
their Fortunes : Then ſhe begins to talk of an 
Ointment the Devil has given her to conjure 
herſelf into a real Witch, and does not grudge 
to ſay ſhe can ride many hundred Miles 1n a. 
few Minutes upon her favourite Broomſtick, 


to meet her beloved Lucifer, and with him to 


play at Rantum ſcantum on a Bed of Nettles. 
When you find a Woman thus qualified, {he 
is either fit to make a Witch or a Bawd; then 
if by good Luck ſhe can leara cither from 
Mother Bazch's Cloſet open'd, or ſome 


learned Phyſician, how to make intoxicating 


Draughts, or ſuch as may torment the Belly, 


'F ſhe becomes Miſtreſs of her Buſineſs. A Wife 
may meet her Gallant at her Houſe whene'er 
ſhe will, while a little Doſe of her ſleeping 


Cordial may be given to the Husband; and 
if he proves fractious, then ſome of the Gri- 
ping Doſe follows, and pinches his Guts till 


he has a Reward enough for his Complaints. 


On the other hand, if the young Men come 
to her with a ſmiling Countenance, and croſs 
her Hand with a Piece of Silver, ſhe preſent- 


ly fiads an Opportunity to make their fa vou- 
> rite Witches fly into their Arms; or by ano- 
ther Draught, if the good Mother will ſhame 
any body in the Pariſh for an Inſult offer'd to 


her, ſhe will make them laugh at every thing 
they ſee for twenty four Hours, and fo the 
C4 Witch's 
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Witch's Hovel becomes a Meeting-Houſe for 
the pretty longing Girls and the young Fel- 
lows in the Neighbourhood, and there is not 
one of them will declare any thing that hap- 
pens at the Witch's Houſe; for it they do, 
ſhe will not fail of giving them either a Doſe of 
Madneſs or of Sleep, or of Laughing or Gripes, 
juſt as theMaggot takes her in the Head. The 


pretty Girls are her Witches, and her Charms, 


and with them ſhe ſets Spells upon the young 
Men. By this Cunning ſhe will lead any one 
of her Familiars into a Wood, or under a 
Hedge, or, in ſhort, where ſhe commands; 


and ſhe accounts @ Touch of the Wand is very 
» enchanting, 


Now we may examine how the Devil an old 
Woman ſhould take upon her to live by ſuch 
odd Things? I can only anſwer that ſuch odd 
Things bring 1a a great deal of Money ; tor 
every one of the Company pays ſomething to- 
wards it, and then don't you think that the 
Witch might live very well by it? I pray you 
how did Mother Needham get her Bread? was 
it not by this means; and is not Madam — 


doing the ſame at this Day, and Mrs. — and 
my Lady and my Lady and my 
Lady and Squire and Count 

and Sir — — but they indeed Witchcraft it 


in London, where People know the Lord 
knows what; and therefore ſuch Meetings 
mult be in Maſquerade : I then deſire to 
know what is the Difference between the 
Witches of the Town and Country ; wg 

{wer 
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ſwer is very ſhort, when we conſider that 
the Witches in the Country which give their 


Minds to Catter-wauling, are eſteem'd Cats; 


for all Whores are call'd Cats, and all the 
Catterwauling-tolks, either in Town or Coun- 
try, whether in Cats-skin or Harlequin Dreſ- 
ſes, are Cats; ſo that the Country, as well as 
the London Ladies are all one, in point of 
Kiſſing, when they are metamorphos'd on 
ſuch Occaſions ; and this is the Reaſon why 
Witches are ſaid to transform themſelves into 
Cats. But pretty Girls may take what Shape 
they pleaſe, they are Witches ſtill, and will 
enchant Mankind, let them do what they 
will; all Males will come to the Lure of 
the Female. But to give a word or two 
more concerning the old ſorts of Witches or 
Bawds, I find that at this very time of Day, 
there is a Clan of Witches in the Iſland of 
Majorca, which, from good Teſtimony, eat 
the Leaf of an Herb, which raiſes them to 
ſuch a pitch of Madneſs, as hardly to parallel 
that of the French Prophets, which were 
among us of very late Date; they will ſeem 
by their Talk to be in the Air, to meet the 
Devil, and will then converſe with any Man 
as it the Devil was 1n them. 

But we have a ſort of Mother Witch, that 
is next to theſe which are the Coffee and Tea 
Throwers to tell People's Fortunes ; but whe- 
ther the Fortune is to be decided by Coffee 


or Kea, depends chiefly upon the humour of 


the Fortune-tellers ; if it is on the Coffee 1 e, 
the 


(22) 
they muſt have their Learning from Gypſies 
or Egyptians, where Learning once abounded, 
and Coffee has grown from the beginning of 
time; but the Gypſies we ſee about the 
Streets, are not altogether ſo Wiſe; their 
Colour is of the true Walnut-ſhell tinge, and 
their Wit altogether in picking of Pockets ; 
they are all Counterfeits; I juſt know that 
there is little difference between the Learning 
of the Goers-about and the ſtayers at home; 
as for the common Gypſies, they will ſteal 
Tankards, and as for the beſt of the Coffees 
throwers, I was at her Houſe, andwhile ſhe was 


gone to get ſome Coffee to perform the Cere- 


mony, I piſs'd in her Shoe, which coſt at leaſt 
ſeven Shillings, and into the Coffee-pot like- 
wife, which ſhe knew nothing off; ſo that 
I conclude .neither of theſe ſort of Witches 
have any great Notion of Conjuration ; un- 
leſs Miſs Nancy wants Tom, or Miſs Salley 
wants John, and then no doubt they can 
make up the Difference between them if they 
are well paid for't, but the itinerant Witches, 
ſuch as the Gypſies, tell Fortunes for a Penny, 
and the home-ſet Witches will have a Shilling 
at leaſt for their Advice. | 
The firſt Witch-dealers, i. e. thoſe who 
deal with the Gypſies, take their Magick 
chiefly from ſetting up Pokers againſt a de- 
caying Fire, or laying on a Fire-ſhovel over 
the ſame when *tis almoſt out, whilit the 
latter take their Counſel from their Coffee- 
pot, and their own Conjectures. If I may 
| give 
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give my Opinion of the Caſe, I ſhould ſuppoſe 
that the ſetting the Pokers againſt Fires, is 
much more antient than the uſe of Coffee ; 
for the firſt has been ever ſince the Diſcovery 
of Coal-Mines at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, and 
the uſe of Coffee in England has not been 
above fiſty five Years. 

As for the Mother-Tea Witches, or ſuch 
as preſume to throw. Tea Grounds, they muſt 
certainly, to eſtabliſh the Fortunes of People, 
bring their Learning from China where the 
Tea only grows; tor if we were to uſe a 
Drug ſo commonly as Tea is uſed, and did 
not know the Uſe of it, why do we uſe it; 
one may venture to offer five Guineas reward 
to any one who can read the Chineſe Lan- 
guage ; for there is not at preſent any Per- 
ton who can tell the leaſt tittle of it in Eng- 
land. Therefore Chalk, or Powder of Polit, 
would do the ſame thing, and thin Tea- 
Caſtings can be of no Import or Signification , 
ſo that Tea Witches have no Foundation for 
their Fortune-telling, unicts by what I ſaid 
betore of the briaging young Witches to 
their Mates, and ſo procure a Copulation, 
and then the Proverb is verified, Cat after 
Rind. | 

I could here give you an Account of va- 
rious forts of diminutive Witches in London; 
ſuch as Semſtreſſes, Milliners, Sc. of the 
old Race; but I conclude, that all the 
Witches for my mind are young Women, 
which I preſume may be procured 5 the 
above- 
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C4) | 
aboveſaid places : I may add, that when the 
Devil couples with Witches, they bring forth 
1 yon and Serpents, as ſome great Authors 
tell us. | 


P. S. One may add, that there was another 
ſort of Witch a Year or two ago that could 
Enchant hundreds of Families into amaze, 
about her Coney-warren ; I mean the Woman 
about Guilford, who pretended to breed Rab- 
bets every Day, from the bare ſeeing a Rabbet 
croſs the way before her, and fo tar did ſhe 
mannage the Matter being a Woman of a 
large Capacity, that ſeveral large Rabbets were 
ſeen to come from her Body, by the Sect of 
Cunny-peepers, and among the reſt, two of 
Note, who blazed about her fame as fit to 
be Miſtreſs of all the Coney-warrens in 
England, for they had peep'd and felt the 


Caſe, and open'd it fo far to the Publick, 


that there were many Thouſands about Lon- 
don would not eat a Rabbet for a Twelve- 
month, and many hundred Pounds were loſt 
by the Poulterers on account of that Commo- 
dity ; but at length by many weighty Reaſons 
in Philoſophy, by two or three great Conju- 
rers, that the Woman was really Mother to 
a vaſt number of Rabbets that they ſaw 
born, and that the croſſing of the Rabbet be- 
fore her mult be the Reaſon of it; it was diſ- 
cover'd that the whole was done by Enchant- 
ment, i. e. it was done by Confederacy, for 
a Woman in her League brought her a2 

ay 


Ll ww r dts Eris 


FF n= © 35A TT .ovx. 


5 


* | ( 25 ) 


A Day or Night privately a parcel of young 


Buns or Rabbets which {he hid in her Bed, 
and every now and then {he put into Burrow, 
and then would begin to grunt and roar like a 
Devil, till ſhe was deliver'd of her Burden ; 
then as ſoon as this Cheat was found out, it 
Was preſently concluded ſhe was not of the 
> ſtrain of the old Witches, nor quite of the 
new Witches ſort, and then Rabbits were 
eaten again. This was a peice of Witchcraft 
above the common way, tho' there has been 

a Woman at Hammerſmith who ſaid ſhe was 
poſſeſs'd by the Devil, and got Money by 
it, 2. e. her Mother did, which was the ſame 
thing as the Rabbets Mother did; but this 
like the other was diſcover'd to be an Im- 


* 
1 
wa 
v.32 


; 5 poſtor, and ſuffer'd accordingly. | 
Y SC. IL 
13 Of Wizards and Conjurers.. © 


"I HE Conjurers in ancient Times were 
not of our Reach; they kept that 
Knowledge to themſelves, but yet with that 
Knowledge would get more Money than any 
of our Moderns, except Mr. Lan, or the late 
Mr. Fawkes. | — 
= Dr. Fauſtus and Friar Bacon were two very 
great Conjurers in their Time; theſe were 
Wizards, and play'd the Devil as ſome Folks 
ſay in the Days ot Yore: Dr. Fauſlus, becauſe 
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he had the firſt Knowledge of Printing, took 
the Bible in hand, which uſed then only bo 
1 i 


4 


626) 


(4 be written, at a great Expence, even at about 
twenty or thirty Pounds apiece, which in 
R's thoſe Times was equal to ten times the Mo- 
by ney in our Days. Fauſus printed a large Num- 2? 

; ber of them, and fold them in ſtrange Coun- 3 

Fl tries as well as his own, and even to the Value 
of the Manuſcripts, by which he amaſs'd a 


4 vaſt Fortune. At laſt his Printing was dif- | 
Y cover'd, and then it was faid he could eat 
7 Loads of Hay, had fiery Dragons ſtew*d for 


F Breakfaſt, had fry'd Toads and broiPd Ser- 
pents for Dinner, and, by way of Deſert, _ 
would change Mens Noſes into Bunches of 
Grapes, or Bunches of Grapes into Noſes, # 
which was the ſame Thing. E 
He could do more than Moor of Moor-Hall, : 

when he flay'd the Dragon of Wartley; he 
could devour Loads of Hay, when the Dra- 
gon of Wantley (as he was callPd) could eat uß 


Houſes and Churches 
Were to him Geeſe and Turkeys. 


So they both, according to my Senſe of the 

Matter, who were Men of great Eſtates, eat 

up their Fortunes at any rate, not valuing 

Men, Women, or Children. ® 
— 3 $4 They eat all J 

And left none bebind, E | 
But ſome Stones, dear Jack, = 
That they could not crack, 3 
Which on the Hills youll find, Ef 
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* - Fauſtas ſpent his Eſtate to gratify the Fools 
who came to his Obſervatory, where he Drank 
plentifully with thoſe ſorts of Folks, and 
was Generqus enough to give thoſe who 
were Curious the things which ſtood him in 
qa large Expence ; at laſt he grew Poor, and 
then e Devil take him, (aid every one, for 
no body came near him, and that was the 
Devil, for it was ſaid the Devil ſwallow'd 
him up, as Mr. Luz has it at his houſe in Lin- 
coln's-Iun- Fields, where I have ſeen it; fo that 
he was no true Wizard, on ſecond thoughts. 
The Dragon of Waztley too, may be deem'd 
Za thing now-a-Days which ſignifies nothing, 
but let me aſſure you, he was a Gentle- 
„ man once of very good Fortune, he would 
Drink hard *tis true, till Moor of Moor-hall 
- got all his Eſtate by Mortgage or otherways ; 
and ſo Moor of Moor-hall Conquered the 
Dragon. 
* NM. B. It is ſaid, that Men Drink like Dra- 
gons in the North, and one of an extraordi- 
Znary Nature, at Waztley might be call'd the 
Dragon of the Place, and I ſuppoſe Moor of 
Moor-hall got his Eſtate in Mortgage, and 
then the Lawyers came in, and there was 
Fan end of the Matter. 
= Friar Bacon was another Conjurer of Ox- 
Jord, who made the Brazen-head, but his 
Man Miles was one of the Family of the fad 
Dogs, for when the Brazen-head had been 
made for a long time at vaſt Labour and 
Expence, Miles being left to look after it wi 
i is 
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his Maſter Slept, he never took care to call 
Fryar Bacon when it ſpoke, and ſo the whole 
Scheme came to _— or elle all England 
was to have been walPd round with Braſs. 
It feems to me that Fryar Bacon was an Al- 
chymiſt, and one aiming at the Philoſopher's 
Stone; and I aſſure you whoever can get 
that Treaſure, may not only encompaſs Eng- 
land with walls of Braſs, but walls of Gold : 


there have been ſeveral Men of good Sub- 


ſtance lately employing themſelves about it, 
with deſign of paving our Streets with Gold, 
and I was in great hopes of it in the Year 
1720, When all the Bubbles were on foot, but 
then preſently all fell to nothing, whoever 
got by the Bargain; and ſince theſe things 
have happen'd, I can have no great faith in 
the Philoſopher's-{tone-Men, unleſs it be in 
thoſe who can bring them in the Cour, and 
thoſe perhaps I might treat with. * 
A merry Fellow, ſays that Friar Bacon's 
Head, when it burſt to pieces, foretold that 
the Braſs Guns of our Navy were the Braſs 
Walls he deſign'd for to wall us about; in 
a word, tho we have not the firſt, we have 
the laſt, and no Nation dare attack us; our 
Fleets can always protect us: theſe, ſays he, 
being given to ſhattering, may proceed from 


the ſhatter'd Brazen- head of Friar Bacon; read 


his Hiſtory and fee farther. Another Man 
of aſſurance ſays, that the Exgliſb are ſuch 
brazen-faced Mortals ever ſince Friar Bacon's 
Fime, that they will face the whole * 
Fla t 
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It is a Proverb that two Heads are better 
than one, and then to be ſure if we were to 
lay our Heads together, as we have done in 
ſome late Wars, the Folks who are our Ene- 
mies would find it ſo, that is, as good as a 
Wall of Braſs, only conſiſting of broken Parts, 
as other Walls do. py | 
Or may we think that the brazen Head of 
47 * Friar Bacon, when he N58 05 it, did not 

mean, as ſome would ſuggeſt, that an whole 
Head was better than a broken one, by 
# which I underſtand that to be all of one 
Mind would be much better. than to be di- 
28 vided. But then, ſays another, remember the 
X Proverb, Mary Mer, many Minds; and that 
ia my Opinion muſt be, becauſe it is naturally 
ſo; and if we were all of one Mind, we ſhould 
become a Parcel of Momes, and have nothing 
to ſay to one another: Tho? ſome inconſide- 
rate Fellows anſwer, Lou know nothing of 
the Matter, you love Szkey Larkin; ſo do I, 
X fay they then: Are not we all of one Mind? 
=X No, they reply preſently; Dama you, you 
{han't have her to yourſelf; we'll have her, 
and then they begin to battle it with me; then 
Idefire to know whether we are all of one 
Mind. 3 

But I muſt tell you how this great Con- 
jurer Friar Bacon has gone beyond the lengths 
of the Wiſdom I have been ſpeaking of; for 
in a Penny Book I have of him, it is faid 
when King Edward III. ſeat for him to Court, 
he was Conjurer enough y bring a Cook-maid 

With 
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his Maſter Slept, he never took care to call 
Fryar Bacon when it ſpoke, and ſo the whole 
Scheme came to nothing, or elle all England 
was to have been walPd round with Braſs. 
It ſeems to me that Fryar Bacon was an Al- 
chymiſt, and one aiming at the Philoſopher's 
Stone; and I aſſure you whoever can get 
that Treaſure, may not only encompaſs Eng 
land with walls of Braſs, but walls of Gold : 


there have been ſeveral Men of good Sub- 


{tance lately employing themſelves about it, 
with deſign of paving our Streets with Gold, 
and I was in great hopes of it in the Year 
1720, When all the Bubbles were on foot, but 
then preſently all fell to nothing, whoever 
got by the Bargain; and ſince theſe things 
have S rerdd, I can have no great faith in 
the Philoſopher's-{tone-Men, unleſs it- be in 
thoſe who can bring them in the Cor, and 
thoſe perhaps I might treat with 

A merry Fellow, ſays that Friar Bacon's 
Head, when it burſt to pieces, foretold that 
the Braſs Guns of our Navy were the Braſs 
Walls he deſign'd for to wall us about; in 
a word, tho' we have not the firſt, we have 
the laſt, and no Nation dare attack us; our 
Fleets can always protect us: theſe, ſays he, 
being given to ſhattering, may proceed from 
the ſhatter'd Brazen- head of Friar Bacon; read 
his Hiſtory and ſee farther. Another Man 
of aſſurance ſays, that the Exgliſh are ſuch 
brazen-faced Mortals ever ſince Friar Bacon's 
Time, that they will face the whole * 
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It is a Proverb that two Heads are better 
than one, and then to be ſure if we were to 
lay our Heads together, as we have done in 
{ome late Wars, x Folks who are our Ene- 
mies would find it ſo, that is, as good as a 
Wall of Braſs, only conſiſting of broken Parts, 
as other Walls do. . 

Or may we think that the brazen Head of 
Friar Bacon, when he delign'd it, did not 


mean, as ſome would ſuggeſt, that an whole 


Head was better than a broken one, by 


Which I underſtand that to be all of one 
ind would be much better. than to be di- 


vided. But then, ſays another, remember the 
Proverb, Many Men, many Minds; and that 
in my Opinion muſt be, becauſe it is naturally 
ſo; and it we were all of one Mind, we ſhould 
became a Parcel of Momes, and have nothing 


to fay to one another: Tho? ſome inconſide- 
+ rate Fellows anſwer, You know nothing of 
the Matter, you love Sakey Larkin; fo do I, 
= Hfay they then: Are not we all of one Mind? 


Jo, they reply preſently; - Damn you, you 


ſhan't have her to yourſelf; we'll have her, 
& and then they begin to battle it with me; then 


I delire to know whether we are all of one 
Mind. | 
But I muſt tell you how this great Con- 
jurer Friar Bacon has gone beyond the lengths 
of the Wiſdom I have been ipeaking of; for 
in a Penny Book. I have of him, it is faid 
when King Edward III. feat for him to Court, 
he was Conjurer enough 8 bring a Cook- ma id 
with 


1 
with a Spit, and a Shoulder of Mutton on it, 
from an hundred Miles Diſtance, before the 


King, on Purpoſe to confront her with one of 


the King's Servants, Who had lain with her; 
and this I ſuppoſe is true, becauſe tis in Print; 
but then Friar Bacon was ſo kind as to ſend 


her back again immediately about her Buſi- 


neſs, or elſe the Shoulder of Mutton might be 


{poiPd, the Maſter have wanted it at its time, 


or ſhe might have taken another Touch, an 
that might have broken the Enchantment. 

Theſe are the old Heroes in Magick; and 
next to them I place Mr. Fawkes, one of our 
modern Conjurers, who, after having anoint- 
ed himſelf with the Senſe of the People, be- 
came ſo great a Conjurer, that he amaſſed ſe- 
veral thouſand Pounds to himſelf: He was ſo 
great a Magician, that either by the Force of 


his Hocus Pocus Powder, or by the Influence 


of his Conjuring Wand, he could preſently aſ- 
ſemble a Multitude of People together, to ad- 


mire the Phantoms he raiſed before them, vi. 


Trees to bear Fruit in an inſtant, Fowls of 
all ſorts, change Cards into Birds, give us 
Proſpects of fine Places out of nothing, and a 


merry Jig without either a Fidler or a Pi- 


per; and moreover, to ſhew that Money was 
but a Trifle to him, with a Conjuring-Bag 
that he had, would every now and then ſhower 
down a Peck or two of Gold and Silver upon 
his Table, and that this Money ſhould not 
die with him, he has Conjured up a on 

| Who 
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'F who can do the ſame things, ſo that one may 
2 fay his Conjuration is Hereditary, a 
But we muſt not forget Dr, Partridge, the 
X Almanack-maker, Student in Phyſick, Aſtro: 
* logy, and Shoe-making, he could tell For: 
tunes, makes Daff's Elixir, Gild-pills, calcu- 
late Nativities, or mend Shoes, 7. e. he 


could cure a bad Sole, but now alas, his All 

( Awl) is at an End at Laſt, and they lay he 
*Waxt very rich before he dy'd. 8 
One thing is Memorable of him, 1. e. he 
could make Witches, as appears from the 
following Story, that once upon a Day an 
old Woman who was of ſuch a Temper, that 
& ihe was continually Snarling at her Neigh- 
| bours, and found her Curſe had no effect up- 
on them, came to him in a great Agony 
ſaying, good Doctor I want your help, i 
hate all the World, and would ſend them 
Wal to the Devil if I could ; I have Curſt, and 
Curſt, and Curſt again, and ſtill my Neigh- 
bours live in Quiet; but I have heard that 
Za Witch may do what ſhe pleaſes, and tor- 
ment folks by Peacemeals, till ſhe ſends them 
Ito the Devil, ſo dear Doctor, if you can, 
4 make me a Witch, and Pl give you five 
Guineas: the Doctor you may be ſure inſiſted 
upon Ten, but rather than fail, finding the 
Woman would give no more Money, Miſ- 
treſs, ſays he, with his Spectacles on, lay down 
your Money, and you may come to me To- 
morrow Morning for a Box of Ointmeat, 
that will do your buſineſs; the Woman dropt 
| 1 him 
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( 


him a fine Courteſy, and was early enough 
the next Morning for her precious Box, which 
was ready for her, and like Lightning flew to 
her Abode, ſtript, and rubb'd the Unguent on 
the places he had directed, as her Face, 
Hands, c. but it proved of ſo bad a Sa- 
vour, that ſhe return'd immediately to the 
+ Doctor, Curſing as much as ſhe dar'd do; 
1 recollecting herſelf that he was look'd upon 
0 to be a Conjurer, ſubmitted as much as her 
1 Stomach would let her, and ſaid, I believe 
i twas a T-—d you gave me to anoint me 
Yi with; why then Friend, ſays the Doctor, you 
y are a Witch, for *tis really ſo as you ſay, and 
I deſerve my Money. | 
The noted Lord Rocheſter, when he took 
upon him to play the Mountebank, amon 
others who flock'd about his Stage, an hone 
Fellow came to him, who told him that he , 
was ſo much addicted to Lying, that he had 7 
not, nor could not ſpeak one word of Truth. 
come to me To-morrow, ſays the Mounta- 7 
bank, and I'll make you ſpeak truth as ſoon 7 
as I have you under my Hand; the next 
Day, the Man being ot a damn'd honeſt 
Temper, was very early to get a Cure for 
that which ſome Folks would not be cured % 
of for all the World, viz. 1 
His Lordſhip takes him on the Stage; 
bid him open his Mouth, and rubb'd his 
Gums with a Sirreverance, by .G—— d ſays 
the Man this is a 'T——d; why then by a 


$ WD 1 
G- d, ſays my Lord, you have ſpoke truth, 
and I have cured your Diſtemper. 
There are many more pretended Conju- 
rers in the World, but beware of Counter- 
feits ; you will find thoſe have no foundation 
of their own to ſet up upon, and ſo when 
you force them to open their minds, they 
will anſwer nothing, or nothing to the pur- 
* poſe. Theſe ought not to be taken tor 
Conjurers. 
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CHAP. v. 
Of Spedires, Ghoſts, and Appari. 


lions; the great Gonveniences a- 


ing from them, and how to 
+ make them. 


is drawing on, or all ſeated about the Fire, 


—» 


HEN the Men and the Maids have 
ended their Gambols, and Bed-time * 


then John begins ſome diſmal Story to the 
Company about Apparitions and Hobgoblins, i 
and ſo about it goes till all the reſt of the 
Society are drawn into the ſame kind of 


Dil- 


(38) 


Diſcourſe ; and frightned out of their Wits 


with dreadful Apprehenſions, a Mouſe can't 


ſtir, but Nan creeps cloſe to John, Sue hugs 
Tom, and none dare lie alone; then Love and 
the Devil Couples them together, and each 
one has a Mate for that Night, and whea the 
Thing is once done, there is a little Cere- 
mony uſed afterwards, whenever a proper 
opportunity offers between the Parties; and 
ten to one but the Pariſh is fill'd with Baſtards 
Nine Months after, unleſs the pregnant Mai- 
dens make their way to. London in time, and 
top their. Kids upon ſome ſmug Apprentice; 
by ſuch means they get a ſpell of Money, 
deck themſelves forth, renew their Maiden- 
heads, and either ſet up an Alehouſe with the 
Mea that their Fear debauched, or elle change 
the end of the Town, get acquainted with 


= ſome eminent Bawd, and ſo are made the 


Fondlings of ſome Raking Coxcombs of 
Fortune for a while, and then turn'd off to 
walk the Streets. If it happens this way, 
then the Story of the Sprite was a diſmal 
Story indeed; for the forſaking their firſt 
true Love, may bring the Ballad of Bateman 
before them; where they may plainly fee in 
the Picture, that the Devil flies away with 
ſuch falfe Wretches ; but I have more Com- 
paſſion . for a tender-hearted Maiden than to 
think that where a Sixpence. has once been 
crook'd between her and her Sweetheart ihe 
can ever forſake him, eſpecially if the hes any 


Notions of the Devils Claws, and forked 


D 4 Tongue, 


_ . 
— — 4 — po 


636) 
5 Tongue, or the direful Horrors ſhe muſt be 
ſubject too from the Hauntings of Ghoſts and 
| Spectres, whenever ſhe happens to be alone 
after Candlelight; then may ſhe expect to 
{ce the Candle burn Blue, the Chairs gallop 
about the Room, be ſtun'd with Shrieks and 
Groans . from every Quarter of the Place, 
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when with a hidcous Roar enters a ghaſtly 
* Figure in a Winding-ſheet, with a lighted 
0 Taper in one Hand, and a bloody Dagger in 
the other, crying out for Revenge, and ſtalk- 
15 ing up to you with long Strides, and great 
15 Saucer Eyes, rattling of Chains and a Clo- l y 


ven- foot. This I am ſure would be enough to 
oy frighten tlie ſtouteſt Man that ever wore aa 
0 Head, and much more a Woman, who is * 
25 made of ſuch tender Stuff as moſt Women are. 
1 But there are many Ballads and Hiſtory- 
| books ſold in DAoorfields, where you may 
read the dreadful Ends that unconſtant Covers i 
have come to, as well as in Dr. Glanvill's great 
Book of Ghoſts and Apparitions, Where 
you may ſoon find theſe Aſſertions Con- 
firm'd, and ſee theſe Spectres ſet in a true 
Light; but the Doctor's Book indeed is too 
high-priced for every one to purchaſe ; and 
it is not about London to ſee a Ghoſt every i 
Day, unleſs one was to pay for it at one 
of the Play-houſes, and that would coſt as 
much as the Book. Nor muſt you expe& a 
Ghoſt to -appear gratis in Hand-Alley, as it 
did ſeven Years ago (as Thouſands can teſ- 
tity) ior that was laid for ninety nine Years 
| In 
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F (97) 
in the Red-Sea, by the Reverend Mr. M—— 


and the Learned Dr. H——. T only tell you 
of theſe Things, that you may be tully ap- 
priſed how dreadful a Thing a Ghoſt is, and 
what a wretched Caſe you muſt be in, it you 
was once to be haunted by a Ghoſt of your 
making ; that is, if you was to break your 
true Love's Heart by Inconſtancy, or make 
him hang or drown himſelf, or ſtab or 
ſhoot himſelf, or make him cut his Throat 
_ Ear to Ear, for your breach of Faith to 
um. | | 

But doubtleſs you will ſay, after this long 


Harangue, why does not the Author give us 


a Story or two of ſome frightful Spectre for 
us to talk about when we have a mind to 
frighten one another into a Love-fit, or pre- 


| ſerve a conſtant Love between us : to this the 
Author anſwers, / he will, and you ſhall have 


them of two or three Sorts. 


Of a terrible Gh. 


There is a Helancholy Story in the Ballad 
of Bateman, expreſſing the horrible Circum- 
ſtances of the Ladies being carried away by 
the Ghoſt of her true Love, Who had hang'd 
himſelt for her Inconſtancy. Read the Ballad 
and tremble; but much more tremble at the 
following Story, 

Mr. Thomas Stringer, a Gentleman of good 
Fortune, courted the greateſt Beauty in his 
Country. who receiv'd all his Addreſles we 
| eine 
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crawling up the Bed, and then kiſſing her 


Po = 


the fondeſt Love and Affection that could be ; 


he ſeem'd to be the Man for her Money, 
and a piece of Gold was bent beween them, 
as a ſacred Pledge of their mutual Affections. 
But there were many more Lovers that fol- 


lowed her daily, and by bad Luck one of 


them, by ſome way or another, gain'd her 
Affections, and got to Bed to her. Ih the 


mean while, Stringer had Intelligence of it, 


and now and then upbraided her of Infidelity ; 
but ſhe in a Gallant way return'd, that ſhe 
might do what ſhe would with her own if 
{ſhe thought fit, and keep what Company 
ſhe pleas'd; this anſwer ſtuck . in Stringer's 
Stomach for a few Days, till he was certi- 
fied of her being falſe to her Vow, not only 
in lying with one Man, but was well ſatisfied 
{he received the Addrefſes of many, and fo 
poiſon'd himſelf. : 

But a few Nights after, what a terrible 
Figure did he make in her Chamber; his 
Hair was nothing but Serpents, ' his Eilly 
white Hands, and his pretty little Feet were 


become like Eagles Claws, he crawPd like 


a Toad along the Floor, croaking as he 
went, and glaring Eyes, with horror in their 


Looks, he had a Light all about him, as if 


he was red hot. 
The Lady was all afrighted at his Ghaſtly 
appearance, and then hugg'd and pulPd her 


Gallant, but by no means could ſhe awake 


him, while the Toad-ſhaped-Creature was 


with 


639) 


with his ugly Mouth, ſpit Venom in her 
Face, and in a hideous Voice hollow'd out, 


Now TI have caught the faithleſs Bitch, Damn 
your Blood, you vile confounded Strumpet, 
and fo forth, ſays the Ghoſt, and with his 
Tron Claws tore her to pieces, and ſent her 
Scraps to the Devil, as a juſt Rewardjtor her 
Treachery; all the while this was doing, 
the Candle, which ſtood on the Table, burnt 
„Blue, which gives me room to think that a 


* Ghoſt and a Fart are the ſame Thing, for a 
bot 


1 


as a Ghoſt, and then I awaked, and cuddled 


it ; j Fart will make the Candle burn Blue as well 
y 


4 


dloſe to my Bed- fellow. 

1- 8 * | , N ' | | . 
ly KY Another Story of 4 Ghoſt, and hom much it 
d 1 | concern'd a Biſhop. 

0 3 Dr. Clanvil, famous for a Book of Witch- 
le craft and Apparicions, was once telling a 
bs F. certain Biſhop- ot their dreadtul Effects, and 


8 . begg'd his Lordſhip for his Opinion; indeed, 


10 ; lays my Lord, I have often heard of ſuch 
e Things, and once myſelf was ſurpriſed about 
he One a-Clock in the Morning, I heard fome- 
ir Wy fbiog — Pray go on, my- Lord, fays the 
"ic Doctor; but what did you hear? Why. re- 

" F Puts, my Lord, I heard a ſtrange Noiſe on 
ty dhe Stairs, coming Lump, Lump, Lump ; and 
or Pray what. thea ſays the Doctor? = Oh! an- 
"+a 7 |" {wers my Lord, and then with "a great 


Thump my Chamber door flew Open. 
My good Lord, fays the Doctor, I per- 
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ceive you are of my Opinion; and then, con- 
tinues his Lordſhip, I ſaw a tall Man enter 
my Room with a very grim Countenance; 
nay then, ſays the Doctor, that muſt be a 
Ghoſt or the Devil, and immediately, ſaid 
the Biſhop, my Chamber was enlighten'd ; 
he ſtalk'd up to the Side of my Bed, and 
drew the Curtains ; nay then, ſays the Doc- 
tor, it muſt be a Ghoſt ; but had your Lord- 


ſhip Courage to ſpeak to it: Yes, replies 


his Lordſhip, and received a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer. Now my Lord, ſays the Doctor, we 
are come to the point; I find now that your 
Lordſhip has a Belief in ſuch things, tho? you 
have been pleas'd to banter me about. m 


thoughts of Apparitions: my Lord anſwere 


good Doctor, 'tis true; for it was the Watch- 
man, who finding my Street Door open, was 
ſeeking for ſome body or other to ſhut it, 
and happen'd by miſtake to come into my 
Room ſo in the Picture Harlequin lights in 
the Ghoſt, for how the Devil do you think 
a Ghoſt can be in the Dark, and it the Devil 
ſhould ſtand at his Bed's-head, tis becauſe 
he had ſaid get the behind me Satan, or avoid 
me Satan, and therefore I ſuppoſe the Engra- 
ver only made the Devil peeping out behind 
the Bed. | | | 

But now I come to an extraordinary Caſe 
of an Apparition. | : 

A Lad of my Acquaintance coming. home 
late in a Moon- ſhiny Night, juſt as he came 
to a Stile was terribly Frightned at an appear- 

ance 
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ance which was very ſtrange to him, ſuch a 
thing as the common Folks ſay makes their 


2 Hair ſtand an end; he could not get over the 
d Stile for the Blood of him, for he faw a black 
= Man at leaſt forty Yards long, wagging his 
q Head at him, but go home he muſt, or lie 
ina Ditch, where Ghoſts might come; and to 
J. make ſhort of his Journey on fo deſperate 
s an Occaſion, he went a little way about, and 
y broke his way throw a Quickſet-hedge, where 
ble loft Blood enough by the Scratches of the 


Thorns. When he came home you may be 
ſure his Father or Maſter thraſh'd him hear- 
x tily for hurting himſelf ; but when their Paſ- 
= ſion was over, they led the Youth towards 
the Phantom, that he might ſee what it was 
that gave him the Diſturbance, and tho 
loath to go, as he came nearer, holding faſt 
by his Father and Mother, he began to diſ- 
cover that the frightful Ghoſt was not what 
he at firſt Apprehended, and the nearer he 
came to it, ſtill it varied from the firſt Ap- 
pearance, till at laſt he came to it, and then 
he found out that *twas only a tall Weed, 
waved a little by the Wind and its Shade 
by the Moon-ſhine had caſt a Figure on the 
Ground, which had almoſt frighten'd him 
out of his Wits, and if this Story does not 
prove that there are Ghoſts, than I have no 
more to ſay, 1 
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| CH AP. VL 
13 Of Fairies, their Uſe and Dig- 


Y Grand-mother has often told me of 

4 Fairies Dancing upon our Green, and 
that they were little little Creatures, cloath'd 

in Green; they would do good to the in- 
duſtrious cleanly People, but they pinch the 
Sluts, they would ſteal Children, and give 
one of their own in the room, and the mo- 
ment any one ſaw them, and took notice of 
them, they were ſtruck Blind of one Eye; 
all this I have heard, and my Grand-mother, 


who 


vj who was a very tall Woman, ſaid ſhe had 
ſeen ſeveral of them, which I believe becauſe 
ſhe faid ſo; ſhe faid moreover, that they 
lived under Ground, 01 that they generally 
came out of a Mole-hitr; they had fine Mu- 
ſick always among themfelves, and Danced 
in a Moon-ſhiny Night around, or in a Ring 
k as one may ſee at this Day upon every Com- 
mon in England, where Muſhroones grow; 

but tho? my Grand- mother told me fo, it is 
not unlawtul to enquire into a Secret of this 


doubt of them, for you may ſee Thouſands of 
their Rings upon our Common, Sc. ; 

4 I found, however, another Way to be ſa- 

4 Eisfied of the Matter, and heard the follow- 
ing Story of Fairies from a Perſon of Repu- 

p tation. * I. | 
A Gentlewoman and her Husband were 
going into the Country, and thought it beſt 
o retire out of Town four or five Miles the 
Night before, to receive the Stage-Coach, and 
void the Ceremony of taking leave of their 
Friends, which generally are more trouble- 
e ome than welcome on that Occaſion, and 

Peing gone to Bed in a Country Town where 
Fairies walk'd, about Twelve a-Clock up 
of eomes a little Woman, not much bigger than 
e; Mene's Thumb, and immediately follows a 
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little Parſon, and à great Number of People, 


with a Woman with a Child in her Arms; 


and I ſuppoſe by their Power Chairs were 
ſet for them, but it happen'd they wanted a 
God-· mother for the. Ah 
chriſten'd that Night; ſo ſays the good Fairy 
Father, the Gentle woman in the Room will 
do us that Favour; ay, ſays the reſt of the 
Company, tis a good Thought, and up 
brisk'd the Fairy Father to the Bed- ide, and 
calld out the Lady, who did the Office; for 
which the Father gave her a large Diamond 
Ring. All this while the Lady's Husband 
was as faſt as Church, and knew nothing 
of the Matter. —— But in the Morning, 
good lack, the Caſe was alter'd ; he eſpied 
the fine Ring upon his Wite's Finger; How 
came you by that, my Dear, ſays he? Why, 
my Love, replies ſhe, the Fairies have been 
here to Night, and told him the Story of the 
Chriſtening; Zounds, ſays he, the Ring is 
Sir John's Ring; I know the Stone; I have 
often ſeen Familiarities between you and him, 
and now am convinced of -your Treachery. 


And ſo I ſuppoſe he took his Wife to be a 


The Fairies were very neceſſary in Fami- 
lies, as much as Bread, Salt, or Pepper, or 


any other ſuch Commodity, I believe; be- 
cauſe they uſed to walk in my Father's Houſe, 


and if I can judge right of the Matter, they 1 
were brought into all Families by the Ser- 
vants; for in old Times Folks uſed to go to 


Bed 


ild; for *twas to be 
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Bed at Nine o' Clock, and when the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs were lain on their Pillows, the 
Men and Maids, if they had a Game at 
X Ramps, and blunder'd up Stairs, or jumbled 
= a Chair, the next Morning every one would 
= ſwear *twas the Fairies, and that they heard 
them ſtamping up and down Stairs all Night, 
= crying Waters locPd, Waters loch d, when there 
Was not Water in any Pail in the Kitchen: 
So from what I have ſaid, the Hobgoblins, 
the Witches, the Wizards, the Conjurers, the 
: Ghoſts, and the Fairies, are not of any Va- 
lue, or worth our Thought, and fo J con- 
= clude with a Concluſion, or an Epilogue re- 
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POSTSCRIPT to the Book. 


A Receipt to make Devils and Witches. ' © 


HEN a Devil is to be introduced, it 
| ſhould be properly with a Thunder 
dt Crack, and there is nothing more Stinging | 
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5 to the Ear, than the Pulvis Fulmineus, or 
wy Thunder Powder, which 1s made of Tartar, 
A. Sulphur and Nitre, but it muſt be cloſe-ſtop'd 
wh in a Bottle as ſoon as 'tis made; you may 
"RA have it at the Chymiſts, or ſee the Receipt 
105 for making it in Dr. Quincy's Book of Phar- 
. Macy. | 

"fr The way of uſing it is, to put the Quan- 
pi tity of half a Thimbleful of the Powder into 


a Fire-Shovel, and make ſomebody, Who 
knows nothing of the Matter, ſet it over the) 

Fire, and as ſoon as it melts, it gives an 
Aſtoniſhing Crack, which will ring in the 

Ears of the People near it two or three Days, 
tho? it gives no Light or Flaſh like Gun-pow- · 
der. This was one of the Wizards or Con- 
jurers Tricks, and our Forefathers had it to 
frighten the Folks about them; and whoever * 
has this Secret, may ſet up for a Devil or 
a Witch in the Country. . 
5 But if after this Thunder, you would make x 
15 a Devil or a Ghoſt appear, then take the fol- 
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ver © 


and always in Motion, unleſs 
may perhaps blind you or loſe it ſelf for half 
a Minute, as if it Vaniſh'd, but will then 
riſe again in the ſame Shape, and waver a- 


bout as if it had Life in it for ſome conſi- 
daerable time. 
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Phoſphorus, which one may buy at Mr. 
Godfrey's the Chymiſt in Southampton-ſtreet, 
Covent-Garden, is an Excellent thing to Repre- 
ſent the Appearance of any Object we deſire, 
in flames of Fire in a dark Room; it is like 
a Craion, ſo that you may draw with it as 
with a Pencil to repreſent any Figure you 


deſire, and while the Candles are there, you 


can ſee nothing ; but when all is Dark, then 
you will preſently diſcover the _— in Fire, 
ometimes it 


Tho? this Phoſphorus is dear, a Man may 


make a Maid come into his Arms, if he can 


write or draw well againſt a Wall with it, 


and afterwards *tis ten to one whether ſhe 


ſwears a Rape againſt him. 
This Phoſphorus is to be kept in the Wa- 


ays, ter or Spirits, or elſe it would conſume. 


One may with this Phoſphorus light a Can- 


on- dle by a glaſs of Water, i. e. cut off a Piece of 


it as big as a large Pin's Head, and ſtick it 
Pn the {ide of a large Glaſs of Water, mark 


or The Place, and then take any Candle in the 


Room and turn it downwards, and drip it 


ake Put till no Fire is ſeen, and then while the 


fol- MV ck is hot, hold that to the place where the 


. WF '/pborus is put, and it will light preſently 
UL 
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in ſtreams of Fire in a blue Flame like ſuch 
as Ghoſts and Farts make. Nj 
The Pulvis Urens, or burning Powder, is 
Sold at the Chymiſts, and it has that Qua- 
lity, that as ſoon as it comes to the Air it takes 
Fire, ſo that if one was to put a little of it 
into a Stranger's Hand by way of Snuff, it 
would burn him. But there is ſomething of 
good in this, for if one was to have a Phyal | 


of this about one, one might light a Pipe 
with it. 
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EPILOGUE. 


I. 
OME follow, follow, me 
Te * Elves that be; 
Come follow me your Queen, 
And trip it oer the Green, 
Hand in Hand well dance around 
Becauſe this place is Fairy Ground. 


II. 


When Mortals are at reſt, 

And ſnoring in their Neft, 
Uunbeard and uneſpy d, 

\ Through Key-holes we do glide: . 
Over Tables, Stools, and Shelves 
Ne trip it with our Fairy Elves. 


| III. 
But if the Houſe be foul 
* With Platter, Diſh or Bowl, 
8 * Stairs we lighty creep, 
= And find the Sluts a-ſleep, 
> There we pinch their Arms and Ti ber, 
= one us hear, nor none — 


IV. 
= But if tb: Houſe be 55 
? lk rom uncleanneſs kept 
5 . iſe the Houſpold 
urely ſbe is paid; 


A 43 before we go, 
We drop a Teaſter in her Shoe. 
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EPILOGUE. 
V. Nn 
Upon. a Muſtroom. bead 
& 2 table-Cloth is ſpread, 
A grain of Rye or Wheat 
Is 25 Diet that we Eat p 
1227 Drops of Dew wwe drink, £ 
Acorn Cups * to he brink, _ 2 


n 
P ˙ 
The luſcious Fat of Snails, * 
Between two nut-ſhells ftew 4; Ee wid 
Makes meat that's eaſ) cher d, 
Brains of Worms, an Marrow of M; lee, 


2 a Diſh that 8 wondrous | Vice. 


VII. 
The Graſshopper, Gnat and 5 
Serve for our minſtrells hig. 
Grace ſaid we dance awWhite e 
Au ſo our time Beguile, 
And when the Moon does hide her Head, 
The Glowworm lights us roy: 10 bed. | 


O'er tops Bre, Gra 3 * UN 

So lightly we do pal. 
That the young and * fall, a. c 8 
Ne er bends where we do walk, 


Vet in #he Morning may be ſtew 3 
Where we the night xy be boon * Rü 
8 OR W 5\ Var. 


